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[bookmark: _GoBack]Big Question: Why did WW2 break out in 1939?
Little Question – How successful was the League of Nations?
LO: To be able to explain what the League of Nations was. To reach a judgement about how successful it was at stopping WW2
This will take you two lessons
Background:  Towards the end of WWI, President Woodrow Wilson of America has called for the setting up of a world Parliament.  This was to be a place where nations could meet together and settle arguments instead of going to war. After the war the League of Nations were formed in 1919.
The aims of the League were:
1. To protect the independence of countries which belonged to the League.  This was done by arranging help if a country was attacked.  It was called Collective Security.
1. To help countries which had disagreements to talk about their problems instead of going to war.
1. To make sure that former German Colonies were governed fairly and prepared for independence.
1. To encourage nations to keep fewer weapons.
1. To help improve living and working conditions of all people.

QA) What do you think the most important aim of the League was? Why?
[image: ]……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………................................................................
· Even though the League of Nations was mainly the idea of the President of USA, Woodrow Wilson, US Congress (parliament) decided the USA would not join because many Americans did not want to get involved in any more world affairs.
· Without America – Britain and France were the strongest countries in the League but they had been weakened by WWI.
· Germany was not allowed to join because of WWI (until 1926).
· Soviet Union (Russia) was not allowed to join because of their revolution in 1917 which meant the country was now run by Communist (joined in 1934).

Problems:
· The League did not have its own army and relied on members to provide troops (unpopular after WWI and cost money)
· Many countries had economic problems after WWI and during the Great Depression so were unwilling to issue economic sanctions (i.e. stop trade)
· The USA did not support the League’s decisions – some countries may have listened to them more. 
· Most countries wanted to avoid a war and keep allies e.g. Mussolini and Hitler were seen as better than Communist Russia and would help stop it spreading to other countries!
· The leading countries in the League e.g. Britain, France, Italy and Japan had the power of veto – this meant if one country disagreed over an action that the League should take. They had to start the talks again.
QB) What strengths and weaknesses do you think the League had?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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Q1a) What work did the Commissions do to help the world?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Q1b) How successful was the League?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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Q2a) What was the problem in Upper Silesia?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Q2b) What impact did the League have? How did the League solve the problem?
[image: ]……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Q3a) What was the problems were there in the Aaland Islands, Austria and Hungary?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Q3b) What impact did the League have? How did the League solve the problem?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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Q4a) What was the problems in Corfu?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Q4b) What impact did the League have? How did the League solve the problem?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Review of the League in the 1920s?

How was the League successful in the 1920s and why?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Was the League able to stand up to larger more powerful nations (e.g. Italy)?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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Q5a) What problems did the Great Depression cause?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Q5b) What did the event mean for international relations (relationships between countries?
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Q6a) What was the problem in Manchuria?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Q6b) What impact did the League have? What did the League do?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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Q7a) What was agreed at the disarmament conferences?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Q7b) What impact did the League have? What did the League do?
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Q8a) What did Britain agree with Germany and why?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Q8b) How did Britain undermine (go against) the League? (what were they giving Hitler permission to do? Remember under the Treaty of Versailles – Germany’s armed forces were limited.)
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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Q9a) What was the problem in Abyssinia?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Q9b) What impact did the League have? What did the League do?
[image: ]……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Q9a) What was the problem in the Rhineland?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Q9b) What impact did the League have? What did the League do?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

By 1936, the League was virtually ineffective. Britain and France ended up negotiating outside of the League. Germany, Japan and Italy were becoming more aggressive as they seemingly got away with breaking League rules. The success of the League relied on co-operation, and these larger countries were difficult to handle without access to money and an army!
Review:
· What did the league succeed at?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
· When were they the most successful?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
· What were they not so good at dealing with?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
· Why were problems after 1929 so difficult to tackle? (the Depression)
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Answer:
· Why could the failure of the League of Nations be considered to be a cause of WWII?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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Upper Silesia was inhabited
guved in) by both Pales and
ermans. At Versailles it was
decided there should be a
plebiscite (public vote). This
went in favour of Germany.
However, the League decided
to split the terrifory (land)
between both countries and
they accepted the decision.

Although, Germany was bitter,

as even though they received
over half the land and
population, Poland had most of
the industry.
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The Adland Tslands,

Economic collapse in Austria

1921
Sweden and Finland
disputed (argued)
ownership of these
islands and seemed
ready o fight. They

invited the League to
reach a judgement and
the League decided in
favour of Finland and
both countries
accepted the decision.

and Hungary (1922-3)

- In1922-3 Austria and
Hungary faced bankruptey
(no money) due to the
impact of WWI and
reparations payments.
“The League arranged loans
and sent commissioners to
supervise how the money
was spent.
With League management
their economies were able
to recover.
‘The League acted really
auickly.

Bulgaria we

with their own treaties
o pay reparations,

lost land and military
trictions.
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Corfu (Greece), 1923 Evidence 4
After some [talian surveyors
were killed by Greek soldiers
the Italian leader Mussolini
occupied the Greek Island of
Corfu. The Greeks appealed to
the League but France and
Britain did not want to
alienate Mussolini. The Greeks
were forced to apologise and
pay compensation to Italy.
Italian aggression had
succeeded.
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The Great Depression, 1929
American businesses experienced a
huge drar in the number of goods
they could sell and companies laid-
of f workers as they cut production.
Many European countries were.
dependent on US trade and loans.
Since the USA could no longer
afford to import goods from
overseas, demand for goods fell.
The 'Great Depression” began.
Countries furned their atfention to
problems at home and much of the
goodwill that had existed between
nations in the 1920s collapsed.
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Japan invaded China and took
Manchuria so that they could
use the resources. China was in
civil war and could not defend
itself so asked for the Leagues
assistance. The League set’up
the Lytton Commission to
investigate, but this took a
ear. The League condemned
‘apan, but Japan ignored them
and walked out of the League.
Britain and France were not

willing to support the League in
taking action against the
Japanese.
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rmament, 1932-34
Getting countries to give up their
arms was a key aim of the League and
they met often from 1919 onwards.
The Manchurian Crisis showed more
action was needed. In 1932 they
agreed to not bomb civilians, reduce
weapons- but not how much! Hitler
argued that Germany, who had strict

military limits from the Treaty of
Versailles, should be treated equally.
He also ‘secretly’ started rearming.
(building up his military). Other
countries like Britain knew about this
and thought it was right that Germany
should be able to defend themselves.

Evidence 7

Keyword: Disarmament - means to
reduce weapons or get rid of them
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The Anglo-German Naval

Qutside of the League - Britain much
To.the dismay of The French signed
military agreement with Germany. Tt
Said Gapniany could build up s navy as
ong as it stdyed under 35% of the
siz8 of the Bitish navy. Britain felt
Sympathy for Germany and that the

eaty had been too Rarsh. As they
were fiot willing to de-arm, Germany
should be able to defend ifself.
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The Abyssinian Crisis, 1935-36 "
Mussolini wanted o expand Ttalian MUSSOL.,J Evidence 9
Thiomen

ferritory and get revenge on the -
Abyssu%ns fagr a defeat in 1896. The f Nl 0
Emperor Haile Selassie asked the Rie e
League for help The League condenned Eooy N 4
Ttalian aggression and imposed economic a4 - aamsi
sanctions. Britain and France did not Addis s Scusas

want to upset Mussolini and drive him
closer towards Hitler. The British
foreign secretary and the French -
worked out a plan - the Hoare-Laval : mavan, £
Pact to give most of Abyssinia fo Italy. som

The plari was withdrawn when it was

Jeaked.

Keywords:  Abyssinia = modern day Ethiopia
Economic sanction = to punish a country by stopping
trade
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Rhineland, 1936
Under the ferms of the Treaty of
Versailles, Germany were not
allowed ary troops in the Rhineland
the areq of Germany alongside:

rance). Hitler used the excuse of
France naking a freaty with the i
USSR to say They felt threatened.
German troops invaded the L
Rhineland with orders that if the
French troops there acted against
them they were fo retreat. It was
arisk as Hitler knew they were no
match for the French army. The
League was foo busy with the
Abyssinian Crisis and the French
were ot prepared to fight the
Germans without help from Britain!
Hitler got away with it!
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The League’s Powers

The League’s Powers. (When a nation acted
illegally the league could..)

Condemn

Tell a country
thatit has
done wrong in

the open
Assembly.

Arbitration
Q

\
? Ta \
1%
Offer to
mediate
between the

two conflicting
countries.

Sanctions

@

Impose a trade
embargo to
push the
country towards
bankruptcy .





image2.png
The Commissions - set up from 1919:
* The Slavery Commission - worked fo
end slavery - they freed 200,000
slaves in British owned Sierra Leone AVERY SONVENTIoN

alone.

«  The Refugee Committee - sent
refugees and 400,000 prisoners of
war home.

+  The Infernational Labour
Organisation - worked to improve
working conditions

+  The Health Committee - worked to
defeat leprosy, reduced cases of
malaria and yellow fever by
exterminating mosquitoes, even the
USSR listened to their advice on
preventing Plague in Siberia
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