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HIAS Primary History post-1066 resources.
Enquiry 2: What does the story of Licoricia of Winchester
reveal about the medieval world?

Step 1 What mattered to people in medieval England?
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The history of Englandos medi eval
by many historians BUT one important story from medieval history has

been lost until now.
%’ Why might

Licoricia be In
the Great Hall?

TP VN

Henry III

(1207-72)
TR &

_icoricla of Wrnchester

i ome

She lived as part of a small Jewish community ir\
Medieval England. There were about 3000 Jewish
people who lived in English towns and cities. Abou
200 Jewish people lived in Winchester where Licoric
Iived with her family.

E )4 PR MR < N ‘%
HlstorlanSuzanne Bartlet recently drscovered her in
medievalourcesand pieced together her forgottep

history from the evidence. g

A story has been written about her life for children. It
IS called, The Lost Story of Licoricia



ur ehquiry guestion |
What does the story of Licoricia of Winchester reveal al
the Medieval world? |

A historian tries to understand the world in which peopl
. lived. They ask questions like:

A What mattered to people? ,
A What problems did they face? ’,
A How do we know? ;

We are going to read the story of Licoricia to find out thg
answers to these questions about the Medieval period.’



The festival of lights

Step 1

Underlineany parts of the story that tell us
what peoplecaredabout.
what peoplebelieved
what fearspeople had

December 1246

Licoricia of
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Winchester, England. : @ ﬁ 4
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examples oprejudiceagainst others

1 There is much exmtement as Licoricia arrives hemetone house in
2  the busy city centre dVinchesterThe extra festive candles glowing through the windows make a
3 6 NY 6StO02YS 2y (Aanderid arfelRyreéts\LicdridaNa®she drelalds dpen the
4  large wooden door. All day, visitors have been briniging for the feast. Fried fritters, French and
[ é l:l Q é _4|\(bﬁh-e FIQ LJO 5 English cheeses, sweet meats, fresh bread, cakes, pancakeEstsanad pots of honefill the
LiCOfiCia Stor booklet 6 table. Heavyasksof wine and barrels of cider are being lugged up the steep stone steps from thg
y 7  cellar. Licoricia laughs as she finds her youngest children Belia and Asher covered in flour. The
tO f| nd OU'[ Wh at 8 making merry kneading dough in the kitchen with the servants. They are dekagus
matte red to peoplei n " 9  Hannukatbugnets their favourite!The dough is being dedped in olive oil from Italy
7\ O 2 N\R O A I Q a %“ 3&5 then drizzled with sweet honey. Licoricia had bought the honey from nearby St. Cross Hospital
[ %“60 e S and Almshousefor the poor while riding past along the beautiful river Itchen on business with

her bodyguard. She smiled as she samdtder son, Lumbard busily counting out raisins. She kne
he and his friends loved to play the Hannukah game spidréidelto win or lose sweet treats.

After the terrible events of the last years, she was glad to be back in Winchester with her famil
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St. Cross Hospltal




People are generous at Hannukalay want to make sure everyone, even their
poorest neighbours, will be able to eat well at the feast. Life was getting harder and there w
G2 AKFINB® [AO2NAOAI Q& K2dzaS Aa fINAS> ¢Sf
OFyRf Sadiadla GKIFIGd KFR 0SSy 3IA@Sy Iy SEGN

to Love youneighbouQPEA O2 NA OAl GSftfa KSNJ OKAf RNBY 3
first books of the Bible that both Jewish and Christian people use. There are many poor Jewig
FIYAEASAE (2 €221 | FiGNgey2aT a2 yOSOKKBENXXY
This enormou$ax demand had taken a third of everything Jewish families owned as King Hen
had wanted to raise his own spending money. This was making life very hard for famdies. No
had been spared. Those who can, pay more of tallages to help the poor. Licoricia is keen to

her community

Soon it will be time to tell the Hannukah story to the guests.
2000 years ago, Jewish people had beersecutedby a cruel Greek king Antiochus IV. He had
banned Jewish people from practicing thmgtiefs. They were heartbroken when he put Greek
gods in their holgemplemaking itunholy and the Greeks tried to force them to convBrt their
faith was the most precious thing they had. The story told of how God had helped them to
survive and fight to take back the temple. The oil lighting the temple lamp amazingly lasted a
extra 7 days, while new oil was made. At Hannukah, the 8 candles in the special menorah ca
holder are a reminder of the-@y miracle. Lumbard remembers the story, he has heard it man
GAYS&ad hdzNJ YAy3IQa Ffyvyzad a oFRI KS GKAY]
mother when she was taken. He knew his king wanted to convert Jews to become ClBigtians
Hnnn @SIFENR ¢la a2z ft2y3 32 yR GKIFG aid2Ne
visiting thesynagogu& S NE X ¢ 2 dzf R K SK




get I nside the stor

3. What
2. Why are extra mattered to e
candles = = -
: [ AOZ NR O mattered to
: glowing? What family? B _
happening in celebrating?
the story?

5. Whose
perspective is
the story told

from?

e'! | Whatdid you |
. A ~ AE 4 | find out about
Interesting fact! e\ g me?
St Crosgared for 13 men and fe | | AR =

100 people evernyday at the gate!

You can still visit beautiful STros
Almshouse at Winchester today.



Did you know?

Most Jewish families still
celebrateHannukahtoday.
Children often help to light
the candleeach day. They
still eat Hannukah doughnu
which in medieval French
were calledBugnets

Spin thedreidel is a popular
game played with a spinnin
top at Hannukah. This cam
from a popular Christmas
game in England and Irela
dating back to the Greeks
and Romans.

Interesting fact!

The first 5 books of the bib
are used by Jews and
Christians. This is a picture
the 5 books written In
Hebrewin the JewisiTorah




Did you know?

A synagoguas a special building
where people with a Jewish faith
can meet together for special
services and ceremonies like
weddings, praying together and
learning more about the Torah.

Interesting fact!
2dz Oy aitAaftt o
medieval Synagogue Rraguethe
capital city ofthe Czech Republic
The Jewish community here facec
the same kinds of challenges as t
Jews in England, although they we
not forced to leave until the 1940s
Synagogue sounds like:
Sin T afi gog
Have a go at saying
Synagogue



Can you spot? [ SGQa f 221
1. The highvaulted ceiling medieval Synagogue!

very similarto medieval
church buildings
Thecharity boxwhere
people gave money to
help the poor

The arkwhere theTorah
was kept
Thebimahwith a
special tableon which
to read the Torah
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The busy city of Winchester is overlooked by the large R
Inchester Ci

cathedral and castle built by the Norman kings. This is where in Hampshire f

Licoricia lived and worked.

{1117 |
Our story takes us outside onto the streets of Winchester
Let 0s 46 ® &nd oupvithat mattered to the people we meet and what

happens to Licoricia when special visitors arrive.
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Licoricia story booklet to
find outwhat mattered to
peoplein medieval
Winchester.

Step 1

Underlineany parts of the story that tell us
what peoplecaredabout.
What peoplebelieved
Whatfearspeople had
Examples oprejudiceagainst others
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Trade and
travel

December 1246
Winchester

Winchester came alive at Christmaszi a s RS [ A 02 NR OA | Q4
is bustling with shoppers amdarkettraders] A O2 NA OA | Q& 2f RSad az2ya

with Christian friends. They notice people staring and muttering that Jews should not be out mi
with Christians against the teaching of the Church. Others were talking about the crowds that ha
lined the streets to welcome the royal visitors to Winchester Castle for Christmas. Benedict has
made a good spice sale to supply the castle kitcheiméeMgpices like ginger, pepper, cinnamon,
cloves and nutmeg were needed to flavour the feasts of King Heammg thousands of guests. He
explained to his friends that this spice had travelled over land and sea alongpeedutes

Camel caravarerried them from as far away as China and India, through great Eastern cities li
Baghdadind Constantinopleplaces he longed to visit. The Jewish traders he knew had connectio
with other Jewish traders across the world. They brought luxury goods like fine silk, almonds, F
wine, beautifully decorated jewellery boxes, brightly coloured gems and exotic citrus fruits to En
markets. They told exciting stories about the people they had met with different religions and ne

ideas. They had warned that at times even wars and disease travelled with people who used th

Travel is dangerousng Henry Il has travelled 3 days from London to Winchester castle
his favourite place to spend Christmas. He is proud to have been born there. It had been a cent
royal poweifor hundreds of years. But this meant passing through Alton woods, known for

highway robbers/ho often attacked travellers. The king was taking no chaNersat-armsand

skillful knights are travelling with him and éasirtof close advisors to protect them. Henry knew
that thesebishopsbaronsand their families are expecting a luxurious Christmas at the castle and
. AakK2LQa tlflFO0S ySIENbed IS (y2sa KS ySSRa
barons and their knights riding ahead and wonders if his forces will be enough to rule what is le
of hisAngevin EmpireDespite losing lands in France, he still has French lands in Gascony and la

in Wales and Scotland. Some of these lands are gifts to loyal barons who will need to defendéh



The Angevin Empire in 1190
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Angevin sounds like: 'Il‘ll'l' Have a go at saying

An T jut vin Angevin
Engli sh kings i1 nherited Nor
grandson King Henry |l had married a powerful ruler of
French lands, Eleanor of Aquitaine. Their French and

English lands, including lands in Ireland, Scotland and
Wales became known as the Angevin Empire.

N

By the time of Henry Il
the French king had
taken control of most of
the English lands in
France. By 1223 only
Gascony (in red) was
left! =




Silk Road&ed) and spice trade route@lue)

(now Istanbul the capital of
Turkey today)

Baghdad
(the capital city
of Iraq today)

A camelkaravan
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2. Why might
people care
about trade?

1. Whatis
happening in
the story?

3. What might
people care
what the Church
said about
Jewish people?

"!Let(“)s get I nside the story a

4. Why is
Winchester a
special place
to Henry 111?

5. What is
Henry

worried
about?



