
HIAS Primary History post-1066 resources.
Enquiry 2: What does the story of Licoricia of Winchester 

reveal about the medieval world?  

Step 1 What mattered to people in medieval England?

© Hampshire County Council

14 May 2024

Sarah Herrity HIAS History Advisor



The history of Englandôs medieval kings and queens has been written 

by many historians BUT one important story from medieval history has 

been lost until now.

This is Licoricia of Winchester.  

She lived as part of a small Jewish community in 

Medieval England. There were about 3000 Jewish 

people who lived in English towns and cities. About 

200 Jewish people lived in Winchester where Licoricia 

lived with her family.

Henry III 

(1207-72)

Historian Suzanne Bartlet recently discovered her in 

medieval sources and  pieced together her forgotten 

history from the evidence.

A story has been written about her life for children. It 

is called,  The Lost Story of Licoricia.

Why might 
Licoricia be in 

the Great Hall?



.

Our enquiry question
What does the story of Licoricia of Winchester  reveal about 
the Medieval world?

A historian tries to understand the world in which people 
lived. They ask questions like:
ÅWhat mattered to people?
ÅWhat problems did they face?
ÅHow do we know?

We are going to read the story of Licoricia to find out the 
answers to these questions about the Medieval period.



The festival of lights.

December 1246 

Licoricia of                                     
²ƛƴŎƘŜǎǘŜǊΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ                     

Winchester, England.

[ŜǘΩǎ ǊŜŀŘ Ǉо-4 of the 
Licoricia story booklet  
to find out what 
mattered to people in 
[ƛŎƻǊƛŎƛŀΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ

Step 1
Underline any parts of the story that tell us:

Å what people cared about.

Å what people believed

Å what fears people had

Å examples of prejudice against others

3

1 There is much excitement as Licoricia arrives home to her stone house in

2 the busy city centre of Winchester. The extra festive candles glowing through the windows make a 

3 ǿŀǊƳ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƭŘ ǿƛƴǘŜǊΩǎ ŘŀȅΦ A wonderful smell greets Licoricia as she creaks open the

4 large wooden door. All day, visitors have been bringing food for the feast. Fried fritters, French and

5 English cheeses, sweet meats, fresh bread, cakes, pancakes and pots and pots of honey fill the

6 table. Heavy casks of wine and barrels of cider are being lugged up the steep stone steps from the

7 cellar. Licoricia laughs as she finds her youngest children Belia and Asher covered in flour. They are 

8 making merry kneading dough in the kitchen with the servants. They are making delicious

9 Hannukah bugnets, their favourite! The dough is being deep-fried in olive oil from Italy 

10 then drizzled with sweet honey.  Licoricia had bought the honey from nearby St. Cross Hospital 

11 and Almshouse for the poor while riding past along the beautiful river Itchen on business with

12 her bodyguard. She smiled as she saw her older son, Lumbard busily counting out raisins. She knew

13 he and his friends loved to play the Hannukah game spin the dreidel to win or lose sweet treats. 

14 After the terrible events of the last  years, she was glad to be back in Winchester with her family.

St. Cross Hospital 



4

26 Soon it will be time to tell the Hannukah story to the guests. Over 

27 2000 years ago, Jewish people had been persecuted  by a cruel Greek king Antiochus IV.  He had 

28 banned Jewish people from practicing their beliefs. They were heartbroken when he put Greek 

29 gods in their holy temple making it unholy and the Greeks tried to force them to convert. But their

30 faith was the most precious thing they had.  The story told of how God had helped them to

31 survive and fight to take back the temple. The oil lighting the temple lamp amazingly lasted an

32 extra 7 days, while new oil was made. At Hannukah, the 8 candles in the special menorah candle

33 holder are a reminder of the 8-day miracle. Lumbard remembers the story, he has heard it many

34 ǘƛƳŜǎΦ hǳǊ YƛƴƎΩǎ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŀǎ ōŀŘΣ ƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƪǎΦ [ǳƳōŀǊŘ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǘ ŦƻǊƎƻǘǘŜƴ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ

35 mother when she was taken.  He knew his king wanted to convert Jews to become Christians. But

36 нллл ȅŜŀǊǎ ǿŀǎ ǎƻ ƭƻƴƎ ŀƎƻ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘƻǊȅ ǿŀǎ ǎƻ ŦŀǊ ŀǿŀȅΦ {ǳǊŜƭȅ ƻǳǊ ƪƛƴƎ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǎǘƻǇ ǳǎ 

37 visiting the synagogue ƘŜǊŜΧǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŜΚ 

15 People are generous at Hannukah. They want to make sure everyone, even their  

16 poorest neighbours, will be able to eat well at the feast. Life was getting harder and there was less 

17 ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜΦ [ƛŎƻǊƛŎƛŀΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƛǎ ƭŀǊƎŜΣ ǿŜƭŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƎǳŜǎǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǿŀǊƳ ŦƛǊŜΦ Lǘǎ ƭƛƎƘǘ ŦƭƛŎƪŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƭǾŜǊ

18 ŎŀƴŘƭŜǎǘƛŎƪǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ƎƛǾŜƴ ŀƴ ŜȄǘǊŀ ǇƻƭƛǎƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴΦ Ψ¢Ƙƛǎ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ƛǎ ŀ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ 

19 to Love your neighbourΩΣ  [ƛŎƻǊƛŎƛŀ ǘŜƭƭǎ ƘŜǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ Ψ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ DƻŘ ǿŀƴǘǎΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

20 first books of the Bible that both Jewish and Christian people use. There are many poor Jewish 

21 ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƴƻǿΣ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎΩǎ ƎǊŜŜŘȅ tallage ǘƻƻƪ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƳΩΣ  ǎƘŜ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴǎΦ

22 This enormous tax demand had taken a third of everything Jewish families owned as King Henry 

23 had wanted to raise his own spending money.  This was making life very hard for families. No-one

24 had been spared.  Those who can, pay more of tallages to help the poor. Licoricia is keen to help

25 her community.



Letôs get inside the story and think!

1 .What is 
happening in 

the story? 

2. Why are extra 
candles 

glowing? What 
are people 

celebrating?

3. What 
mattered to 
[ƛŎƻǊƛŎƛŀΩǎ 
family?

What did you 
find out about 

me?

4. What 
mattered to 

the king?

Interesting fact!
St Cross cared for 13 men and fed 
100 people every day at the gate!

You can still visit beautiful St. Cross 
Almshouse at Winchester today.

5. Whose 
perspective is 
the story told 

from?



Did you know?

Most Jewish families still 
celebrate Hannukah today. 
Children often help to light 
the candle each day. They 
still eat Hannukah doughnuts 
which in medieval French 
were called Bugnets.

Spin the dreidel is a popular 
game played with a spinning 
top at Hannukah. This came 
from a popular Christmas 
game in England and Ireland 
dating back to the Greeks 
and Romans. 

Interesting fact!

The first 5 books of the bible 
are used by Jews and 
Christians. This is a picture of 
the 5 books written in 
Hebrew in the Jewish Torah



Interesting fact!

¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎǘƛƭƭ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƘƛǎ ΨhƭŘ bŜǿΩ 
medieval Synagogue in Prague, the 
capital city of the Czech Republic. 
The Jewish community here faced 
the same kinds of challenges as the 
Jews in England, although they were 
not forced to leave until the 1940s.

Did you know?
A synagogue is a special building 
where people with a Jewish faith 
can meet together for special 
services and ceremonies like 
weddings, praying together and 
learning more about the Torah.

 [ŜǘΩǎ Ǝƻ ƛƴǎƛŘŜΗ

Have a go at saying 

        Synagogue

Synagogue sounds like: 

      Sin  ï a ï gog



[ŜǘΩǎ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
medieval synagogue!

Can you spot?
1. The high vaulted ceilings 

very similar to medieval 
church buildings

2. The charity box where 
people gave money to 
help the poor

3. The ark where the Torah 
was kept

4. The bimah with a  
special table on which 
to read the Torah

A

B C

D



The busy city of Winchester is overlooked by the large 

cathedral and castle built by the Norman kings. This is where 

Licoricia lived and worked. 

Our story takes us outside onto the streets of Winchester

Letôs read p5-6 to find out what mattered to the people we meet and what 

happens to Licoricia when special visitors arrive.

Winchester city 
in Hampshire

.



Trade and 
travel

December 1246 
Winchester

[ŜǘΩǎ ǊŜŀŘ Ǉр-6 of  the 
Licoricia story booklet to 
find out what mattered to 
people in medieval 
Winchester.

Step 1

Underline any parts of the story that tell us:

Å what people cared about.

Å What people believed

Å What fears people had

Å Examples of prejudice against others

1 Winchester came alive at Christmas. hǳǘǎƛŘŜ [ƛŎƻǊƛŎƛŀΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ {ƘƻŜƳŀƪŜǊ {ǘǊŜŜǘ 

2 is bustling with shoppers and market traders. [ƛŎƻǊƛŎƛŀΩǎ ƻƭŘŜǎǘ ǎƻƴǎ LǎŀŀŎ ŀƴŘ .ŜƴŜŘƛŎǘ ŀǊŜ ŘǊƛƴƪƛƴƎ

3 with Christian friends. They notice people staring and muttering that Jews should not be out mixing

4 with Christians against the teaching of the Church. Others were talking about the crowds that had

5 lined the streets to welcome the royal visitors to Winchester Castle for Christmas. Benedict has just

6 made a good spice sale to supply the castle kitchens. Winter spices like ginger, pepper, cinnamon, 

7 cloves and nutmeg were needed to flavour the feasts of King Henry III and thousands of guests. He 

8 explained to his friends that this spice had travelled over land and sea along secret spice routes. 

9 Camel caravans carried them from as far away as China and India, through great Eastern cities like

10 Baghdad and Constantinople, places he longed to visit. The Jewish traders he knew had connections

11 with other Jewish traders across the world. They brought luxury goods like fine silk, almonds, French

12 wine, beautifully decorated jewellery boxes, brightly coloured gems and exotic citrus fruits to English

13 markets.  They told exciting stories about the people they had met with different religions and new

14 ideas. They had warned that at times even wars and disease travelled with people who used them. 

15 Travel is dangerous. King Henry III has travelled 3 days from London to Winchester castle,

16 his favourite place to spend Christmas. He is proud to have been born there. It had been a centre of 

17 royal power for hundreds of years. But this meant passing through Alton woods, known for

18 highway robbers who often attacked travellers. The king was taking no chances. Men-at-arms and

19 skillful knights are travelling with him and his court of close advisors to protect them. Henry knew 

20 that these bishops, barons and their families are expecting a luxurious Christmas at the castle and

21 .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ tŀƭŀŎŜ ƴŜŀǊōȅΦ IŜ ƪƴƻǿǎ ƘŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǳǎ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƻȅŀƭǘȅΦ IŜƴǊȅ ƭƻƻƪǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ

22 barons and their knights riding ahead and wonders if his forces will be enough to rule what is left

23 of his Angevin Empire. Despite losing lands in France, he still has French lands in Gascony and lands  

24 in Wales and Scotland. Some of these lands are gifts to loyal barons who will need to defend them.5



By the time of Henry III 

the French king had 

taken control of most of 

the English lands in 

France. By 1223 only 

Gascony (in red) was 

left! 

The Angevin Empire in 1190
     Have a go at saying 

     Angevin

   Angevin sounds like: 

                An  ï ju ï vin

English kings inherited Norman lands in France. Williamôs 

grandson King Henry II had married a powerful ruler of 

French lands, Eleanor of Aquitaine. Their French and 

English lands, including lands in Ireland, Scotland  and 
Wales became known as the Angevin Empire.



Silk Roads (red) and spice trade routes (blue)

Constantinople 
(now Istanbul the capital of 
Turkey today)

Baghdad 
(the capital city 
of Iraq today) 

A camel caravan



Letôs get inside the story and think!

1. What is 
happening in 

the story?

4. Why is 
Winchester a 
special place 
to Henry III?

5. What is 
Henry 

worried 
about? 

2. Why might 
people care 
about trade?

3. What might 
people care 

what the Church 
said about 

Jewish people?

Interesting fact!
Henry III had the robbers at Alton 
woods investigated and punished after 
they robbed traders on the way to 
Winchester castle. It turned out the 
locals, were helping them even people 
at Winchester castle! 

Interesting fact!
Licoricia had to travel with 
men-at-arms as 
bodyguards when she 
travelled from city to city 
on business. 

Remember
The Church mattered to 
people. Most people were 
Christian and believed 
what the Church told 
them.


